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EDITORIAL

2014: A Springboard
for Family Farming!

F

ollowing an international campaign by development NGOs from around the
world, in which SOS Faim took part, 2014 was declared the ‘International Year
of Family Farming’ (IYFF) and the FAO appointed several special ambassadors
to promote this theme throughout the world. Among them was Ibrahima
Coulibaly, President of the CNOP (the National Coordination of Farmers’ Organisations of Mali), one of SOS Faim’s partners.
This year was punctuated by a very large number of activities and extensive thinking
on the family farming model. Jointly with its West African partners, SOS Faim contributed to these in many ways: organising a symposium in March on ‘The Transformation
of Family Farms: For a Peasant Approach’, publishing various dossiers, including Défis
Sud, participating actively in workshops and meetings with policy makers to raise their
awareness of the realities of family farming, etc.
While, before the IYFF, many had seen family farming as a thing of the past, now many
prone its key role in building resilient systems conducive to attaining food security. Bolstered by this flagship year, family farming has become the reference for most stakeholders in the agricultural world and decision makers addressing this subject... and
that just might be the problem!
The discussions and debates that were held throughout the year clearly revealed that
there is not ‘one’ model for family farming but rather several, corresponding to farmers’ diverse local traditions. And, behind the concept of ‘family farming’, it became clear
that one should probably envisage more strategic analysis of the agricultural and food
system: what place do farmers hold in this system; how much decision-making autonomy do they have in running their farms?
To address these questions and many others, the symposium organised in March emphasised the ‘peasant approach’ to transforming family farms.
The results attained by our partners in 2014 are a testimony to their determination
to assert the economic, social and environmental relevance of the peasant approach
to their profession. But, they are aware that—in a constantly changing world—their
farms must also change to meet tomorrow’s challenges.
SOS Faim will participate in the discussions and debates, thinking and initiatives that
our partners will undertake with this aim, so that 2014 is, for the millions of peasants,
both men and women, a springboard toward better consideration of their aspirations
and stronger family farms, which they build every day.
Freddy DESTRAIT

Thierry DEFENSE

Secretary General
SOS Faim Belgium

Director
SOS Faim Luxembourg
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ANALYSE AND DOCUMENT
Showcase Innovations,
Share Good Practices

This function is focused both in-house
for the SOS Faim network, the two NGOs
and their local offices, and on the professional community in developed and developing countries. The guiding spirit is to
analyse, document, share and discuss the
knowledge accumulated within the two
organisations in their favoured fields of
activity: supporting farmers’ movements
and farmers’ organisations, and rural and
agricultural funding.
In-house, these efforts are based on the
awareness that human resources are
very often an organisation’s main ‘wealth’
and on the fact that accumulating knowledge and wisdom (in attitudes and knowhow) is an important factor in improving
the bedrock of shared skills and institu-

tional performance. This is accomplished
through different channels: shoring up
shared reflection, providing relevant decision-making assistance, implementing
an improvement and continuing education process, consolidating organisational
culture, and improving the integration of
newcomers.
On the outside, focusing on a vast community (in the South and North) interested in our sectors of work, it is a matter of
making available and sharing experience
and thinking, and debating them, while
also formulating proposals based on the
implementation of actions accomplished
in the framework of our partnership relationships. It is therefore a matter of
showcasing and favouring the principle of
cooperation that motivates us, while fostering the dissemination of good practices in the professional networks in which
SOS Faim is involved.

herders’ organisations that testify to new
practices linked to their production activities
in the broad sense (production, marketing,
optimisation, etc.) or practices for which
an assessment has revealed significant
progress. Zoom microfinance focuses
more specifically on decentralised financing
mechanisms for rural development, often
implemented in synergy with farmers’
organisations when the latter are not
themselves the ones implementing these
instruments.
Very recently, SOS Faim launched a new
publication, Position Paper2 that analyses
and documents the lessons learned from
diverse experiments undertaken by partner organisations and derives recommendations from these for all rural development stakeholders and donors. The first
issue covered ‘Solutions to Finance the
Development of Family Farming’.

Concretely,
Dynamiques
paysannes1
presents the initiatives of farmers’ and
1 https://www.sosfaim.org/be/sinformer/publications/

2 https://www.sosfaim.org/be/publication/position-paper-des-solutions-pour-financer-le-developpement-des-agricultures-familiales/
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In 2014, SOS Faim Belgium and
SOS Faim Luxembourg decided
to create a pooled knowledge
management and experience
capitalisation function.
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PARTNERS IN THE SOUTH
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As was the case in previous years, this annual report lacks the space to present all of SOS Faim
Belgium’s and SOS Faim Luxembourg’s partnerships. They are listed on a two-page spread and
presented in full on the two associations’ websites.

ETHIOPIA

BUDGET TRANSFERRED

Small Farmers Building
Their Food Security
In Ethiopia, the NGO Facilitators for
Change (FC) aims to strengthen farmers’
economic initiatives with an eye to food
security. Emphasis is placed on building
farmers’ capacities, not only to increase
and diversify their production but also to
sell their produce and turn a profit. In order to ensure that these economic initiatives are sustainable, support managing
the grain banks (which are in fact small
cooperatives) and farmers’ organisations
involved is also planned. Concretely,
FC offers training courses on topics as
varied as income-generating activities,

composting, marketing, managing cooperatives, as well as purchasing seeds,
shrubs, nurseries, hives, etc.

€ 301,797
5 LOCAL PARTNERS
BUUSAA GONOFAA MFI,
SPFI, HUNDEE,
HARBU MICROFINANCE,
FC – Facilitators for Change

A Decent Life Thanks to FC
Directly and indirectly, some 30,000 people are targeted by this support. These
beneficiaries are fully involved in the project by becoming members of the cooperative; one such is Enate Asmara, aged
60 and a widow for 15 years. She talks
about the advantages that the cooperation provides her: ‘When I sell my produce

to a trader, I don’t get any dividends. With
cooperatives, if we turn a profit, it stays
inside the community and we profit more
from our own work. The cooperative has
allowed me to produce better quality
products. It also greatly eases the sale of
our produce. We are now living more or
less decent lives thanks to FC.’

BUDGET TRANSFERRED
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€ 803,965
8 LOCAL PARTNERS
CONAPAC, FOPAKO,
CENADEP, PAIDEK,
AMIS DU KIVU, GAMF,
TGD, FOPAK Sud Kivu

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

Farmers Getting Organised and Accessing Loans

At the end of 2014, FOPAC-SK brought
together 20 FO unions for a total of approximately 70,000 grassroots members.
There is a great deal of enthusiasm for
joining the federation as a result of the
recent recognition that FOPAC-SK has
received in the province. From this first
year of partnership, a large study on land
tenure issues was launched with the aim
of identifying the causes of land conflicts
and proposing conflict resolution solutions. The results should notably shore
up the advocacy component of FOPACSK’s mission.

Another of SOS Faim’s partners, PAIDEK
plays a fundamental role in financing the
development of commercial, farming
and livestock activities—the very ones
that provide a livelihood for a society
lacking basic infrastructures, industrial
equipment, and strong economic and
social institutions equally. It also plays
a driving role in promoting synergies.
Thus, it supported the creation of several
local NGOs that have developed projects
by borrowing from its agencies.

Help Develop
the Economic Fabric
‘Now that peace is taking form, we can no
longer let people to scrape by with survival loans. We need to get people to take
out self-help loans that contribute to the
development of the local economic fabric,’ said Rémy Mitima, director of PAIDEK
SA a few months ago. Thanks to an inflow of additional resources, the number
of active borrowers rose by 2,000 people
between the end of 2013 and the end of
2014, exceeding 12,000 clients at year’s
end. Another indication of the institu-

tion’s rise is that the average size of disbursed loans is progressively increasing
in order to reward clients who repay their
loans in a timely manner. Controlling the
quality of the loan portfolio is still the
first condition to ensure PAIDEK SA’s sustainable development.
Encouraged by this success, SOS Faim
began its progressive withdrawal in 2011,
taking care to provide its partner with the
tools it needs for its institutional and organisational development. In addition,
extensive investment spending (building
secure premises) has allowed PAIDEK to
become a limited company and begin
collecting savings to develop its own resources.
The cessation of SOS Faim’s support,
scheduled for 2016, will mark the end of
20 years of financial support, but will not
mean that the partnership has ended:
SOS Faim acquired shares in the ‘PAIDEK
SA’ company created in 2012 to comply
with new Congolese regulations.
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A newcomer in the SOS Faim family,
FOPAC-SK (the Fédération des Organisations des Producteurs Agricoles du Congo au Sud-Kivu) is a farmers’ organisation
that endeavours to federate farmers in
eastern DRC. SOS Faim’s support meets
the goal of improving the structuring of
farming movements over the long term
with the aim of not only supporting family farms in the region but also fostering
the rise in power of the national platform,
CONAPAC, that was created in 2011 and
is also one of SOS Faim’s partners.
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BENIN

BUDGET TRANSFERRED

Herders Are Preparing Their Futures
The lives of nomadic herders are becoming increasingly difficult due to the
dwindling of natural resources and land
pressures. Aware of the need to adapt
their mode of life and activities, ruminant
herders in Benin have got organised and
formed a national association, ANOPER
(the Association Nationale des Organisations Professionnelles d’Eleveurs de
Ruminants), uniting 35,000 herders from
the north and centre of the country.

Examination and
Analysis Support
In 2012, ANOPER, with SOS Faim’s support, began an extensive examination
and analysis of changing livestock rearing conditions in Benin and above all of
the direction the organisation wished
to take with its actions for its members’
improved wellbeing. This process was
concluded at the end of 2014 and was
received as an immense success, with a
very high level of satisfaction among all

€197,076
3 LOCAL PARTNERS
ANOPER, RÉPAB, RENACA

those involved in regards to both the outcome and the approach, which was very
participatory. ANOPER’s strategic blueprint for 2015-2030 is titled: ‘Pour l’essor
d’un élevage familial de ruminants qui
nourrit le Bénin et sécurise l’avenir des
éleveurs’ [for the rise of family ruminant
herding that feeds Benin and secures
herders’ future].

© SOS Faim

BURKINA FASO

BUDGET TRANSFERRED

Very Positive Assessment of the Impact
of Food Security Granaries

A Widespread Production
Shortfall
Since the start of the 2000s, the Fédération Nationale des Groupements Naam
(FNGN) has made considerable innova-

tive adjustments to revitalise 400 grain
banks located primarily in northern
Burkina Faso. Now called ‘food security
granaries’ (FSGs), this network built on
the lessons learned from experience to
improve its economic viability and more
lastingly fight food insecurity in the village communities concerned. SOS Faim
commissioned a vast study spanning
three crop years from the University of
Namur’s Centre of Research in the Economics of Development. This study confirmed that insufficient grain production,
quite widespread following poor crop
years, concerns more than one third of
farms every year and that one out of five

6 LOCAL PARTNERS
PF, FNGN – RGSA, ROPPA,
APIL, IMF UBTEC-Naam, APESS

households are never able to produce
enough to cover their own needs.
The study clearly shows that the presence of FSGs has a positive impact on the
population’s food security, particularly
among children (nutrition) and in villages
that do not have roads. The presence of
FSGs therefore seems to be all the more
vital when local markets are isolated and
little developed. Thanks to this study, the
development strategy for FSG activities
can be refined to offer services that most
closely match people’s needs.
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Improving the availability of grains in
the local market and access to these
foodstuffs for village populations is
the main purpose of grain banks: using
initial funds obtained in the form of a
loan, the goal of these village associations is to buy grain, store it, and resell
it locally throughout the year for more
than the purchase price but less than
the market price.

€ 560,582
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MALI

Calling on Agroecology
The diverse support provided by SOS
Faim to its various partners in Mali, most
of which are farmers’ organisations, has
made it possible to increase the quantities of grains and market garden produce
produced and optimise sales for farmers.
The support also made it possible to provide farmers with training in agroecologic production techniques. Production of
suitable grain seed, stock management,
and the natural regeneration of woody
plant species are a few of the training
courses organised promoting sustainable techniques.

Develop Markets and
Secure Outlets
Thanks to the multiplication work done
by farmers themselves, 44 tons of farmers’ seed was produced. Farmers’ cooperatives are proud to have sold 1,800
tons of rice grain and 245 tons of paddy
rice. Multilateral institutions and national
agencies in charge of food security have
been contacted to develop institutional
markets and secure outlets for farmers
who still regularly face major marketing
problems.

BUDGET TRANSFERRED

€705,802
8 LOCAL PARTNERS
KAFO JIGINEW, AOPP, CNOP,
COPON, FASO JIGI, PNPR,
SEXAGON, CAEB

© SOS Faim - Marine Lefebvre

WEST AFRICA

West African farmers’ organisations are
well aware of the fact that appropriate
support for family farms can only happen with in-depth knowledge of how
they operate, how farmers invest, which
resources (both material and financial)
are available, and what opportunities
they provide. Based on this observation,
the Senegalese farmers’ federation,
FONGS – Action Paysanne, has for several years and with SOS Faim’s support,
conducted a national family farm tracking process. Nearly 2,000 such farms are
observed closely; the results rigorously

examined and generalisations are derived from them. The goal is to objectively determine family farm support
modalities that yield the best results for
farmers. This foundation forms the basis of FONGS’s advocacy targeting both
Senegalese authorities and all donors.

Strengthening Advocacy
Throughout the Region
Building on these results, family farm
tracking was extended in 2014 to other
countries in the region under the aus-

pices of ROPPA, the Réseau des Organisations Paysannes et des Producteurs
d’Afrique de l’Ouest. The conclusions
will fuel advocacy targeting the regional
authorities that are in charge of implementing ECOWAP, West Africa’s common
agricultural policy.
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Fuelling Advocacy by Tracking Family Farms
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ANDES

BUDGET TRANSFERRED

The Relevance of a Guarantee Fund
Agriculture-related risks are very high
and have several dimensions: weather
and climate, health, economics, family,
policy. These risks greatly limit small rural
farmers’ access to funding. In this situation, guarantees are one of the most effective ways to spread the risk out among
the various stakeholders (the farmer, the
financial lending institution, and the guarantee fund).

Guarantees Extended to
23 Organisations
When it created FOGAL ten years ago,
SOS Faim wanted to ensure the financing
of productive activities. FOGAL’s growth
was strong in 2014, with a 34% rise in the

volume of guarantees extended to 23
different partners, mainly rural microfinance institutions and agricultural farmers’ organisations (coffee, cocoa, banana,
quinoa, groundnut, etc.) in Peru, Ecuador
and Bolivia. This growth can notably be
explained by the 2014 creation of a FOGAL office in Bolivia, which made it possible to identify new partners such as the
FAAAS organisation, a specialised financial institution created by the national
association of quinoa farmers.
FAAAS grants loans for organic quinoa
growing (field preparation, sowing, harvest) and llama and sheep rearing on the
high plateaus of southern Bolivia. Thanks
to a guarantee in the amount of 260,000

€341,056
1 LOCAL PARTNER
FOGAL

dollars issued by FOGAL, a Bolivian investment fund (FUNDA-PRO) opened a
line of credit for FAAAS in the amount of
608,000 dollars. In this way, more than
400 farmers have access to funding to
develop their production thanks to FOGAL’s intervention.
If the financial means can be found, prospects for 2015 and beyond are considerable in the three countries where the
guarantee fund is active.

© SOS Faim

ECUADOR

BUDGET TRANSFERRED

The partnership with the association
CEPESIU follows a logic of ’rural territorial
development’ that plans to bolster farmers and private financial services as well
as public players in autonomous decentralised governments. It aims to improve
the framework for and use of municipalities’ local resources to benefit various
local stakeholders, mainly small farmers.
SOS Faim’s support aims specifically to
strengthen all stakeholders involved in
activities targeting the development of
decentralised entities, through training,
the purchase of office equipment, governance support for cooperatives, studies to optimise local produce, etc. Twenty

local investment companies (LICs) have
received support. This support covered:
drawing up financial reports and business
plans, organisational support, and fiscal
formalisation processes. These LICs are
active in the following areas: dairy, cocoa,
coffee, pig rearing, artisanal fishing, beekeeping, chicha (a local beverage), crab
meat and agricultural inputs.

41 Million US Dollars in Loans
Improving financial services for small
farmers also happens through strengthening the CAAP Cooperative’s rural savings and credit cooperatives, on two lev-

€473,840
2 LOCAL PARTNERS
CAAP, CEPESIU

els: technically (savings and loans) and
in regard to administrative and financial
management. While the number of cooperative members has remained stable
(61,000 members), the credit supply has
increased by 38%, reaching an outstanding loan portfolio of nearly 41 million US
dollars at the end of the year.
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Local Resources for Farmers
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MAP of partnerships
KEY

RURAL FINANCING INSTITUTIONS

FARMERS’ ORGANISATIONS

Partner supported by SOS Faim Belgique

OTHERS

Partner supported by SOS Faim Luxembourg

Peru
CAFE Y CACAO PERU
Central cafe y Cacao del Peru

ECUADOR

APPCACAO
Asociación Peruana de productores de cacao

CAAP
Cooperativa Alternativa de Acción Popular

CONVEAGRO
Convención Nacional del Agro Peruano

CEPESIU
Centro de Promoción del Empleo
y Desarrollo Economico Territorial

JNC
unta Nacional Del Cafe
CAAP
Central Agroandina del Perú
ANPE
Asociación Nacional
de Productores Ecológicos del Perú

Bolivia

CIDERURAL
Cooperativa de Ahorro y credito
para la integración y desarrollo rural
FOGAL
Fondo de Garantía Latinoamericana

RED OEPAIC
Red de organizaciones económicas
de productores artesanos con identidad cultural

CEPES
Centro Peruano de Estudios Sociales

AOPEB
Asociación de Organizaciones
de Productores Ecológicos de Bolivia

REMURPE
Red de Municipalidades Urbanas
y Rurales del Perú

FECAFEB
Federación de Caficultores
exportadores de Bolivia
FINDEPRO
Asociación de Entidades financieras
de productores
FINCAFE
Servicios Financieros Cafetaleros

Distribution
of transfers in 2014

FONDOECAS
Fondo de Fortalecimiento económico para las
Oecas (Organizaciones Económicas Campesinas)

1
€ 5,662,77

CIUDADANIA
AGRECOL
LIDEMA
Liga de Defensa del Medio Ambiente

TOTAL AFRICA 3,600,618 €
Niger
Cameroon
Niger
Benin
Cameroon
Ethiopia
Benin
Burkina Faso
Ethiopia
Senegal
Burkina Faso
Mali
Senegal
DR Congo
Mali
DR Congo
TOTAL
Ecuador
Bolivia
Ecuador
Peru
Bolivia
Peru

170,000
185,000
170,000
197,076
185,000

301,797

197,076

560,582
301,797

676,396
560,582

LATIN AMERICA 2,062,153 €

473,840
515,492
473,840

705,802
676,396
803,965
705,802
803,965

1,072,821
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515,492

Mali
Senegal
EGAB
Entente des Groupements Associés
pour le développement à la Base
FAPAL
Fédération des associations paysannes
de Louga
UJAK
Union des Jeunes Agriculteurs de Koyli Wirnde
GERAD
Groupe d’Etude, de Recherche et d’Aide
au Développement (PDIF)
FONGS
Fédérations des Organisation
Non Gouvernementales du Sénégal
CNCR
Conseil National de Concertation des Ruraux

CNOP
Coordination Nationale
des Organisations Paysannes du Mali
SEXAGON
Syndicat des Exploitants Agricoles
de l’Office du Niger
FECOPON
Fédération des Coopératives
des producteurs de l’Office du Niger
FASO JIGI
Union de Coopératives Agricoles
PNPR
Plateforme Nationale des Producteurs
de Riz du Mali
AOPP
Association des Organisations
Professionnelles Paysannes
KAFO JIGINEW
Réseau de caisses d’épargne et de crédit
CAEB
Conseil et Appui pour l’Éducation à la base

Niger
MOORIBEN
Fédération des Unions
de Groupements Paysans du Niger
FUCOPRI
Fédération des Unions
et Coopératives des Producteurs de Riz

Ethiopia
SFPI
Specialized Financial and
Promotional Institution (MFI)
BUUSAA GONOFAA MFI

HUNDEE
Oromo Grassroot Development Initiative
HARBU MICROFINANCE (MFI)

FC
Facilitators for Change

DR Congo

Burkina Faso
CPF
Confédération Paysanne du Faso

NOWEFOR
North West Farmers’ Organisation
SAILD
Service d’Appui aux Initiatives Locales
de Développement

CONAPAC
Confédération Nationale
de Producteurs Agricoles du Congo
FOPAKO
Force Paysanne du Kongo Central
CENADEP
Centre National d’Appui au Développement
et à la Participation Populaire

ROPPA
Réseau des Organisations Paysannes et
de Producteurs Agricoles de l’Afrique de l’Ouest

FOPAK SUD KIVU
Fédération des Organisations de Producteurs
Agricoles du Congo au Sud-Kivu

FNGN – RGSA
Réseau de greniers de sécurité alimentaire

GAMF
Groupe d’acteurs de microfinance du Kivu

APIL
Association pour la Promotion
des Initiatives Locales
IMF UBTEC-NAAM
Union des Baoré Tradition
d’épargne et de crédit

1000

1200
APESS

1000

1200

Association pour la promotion
de l’élevage au Sahel et en savane

Benin
ANOPER
Association Nationale des Organisations
Professionnelles d’Eleveurs de Ruminants
RÉPAB
Réseau des Producteurs d’Ananas du Bénin
RENACA
Réseau National des Caisses Villageoises
d’Epargne et de Crédit Autogérées

PAIDEK
Promotion et Appui aux Initiatives
de Développement Economique du Kivu
TGD
Tous pour le Genre dans le Développement
AMIS DU KIVU
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Cameroon
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Many new videos were added to SOS Faim’s Viméo channel
in 2014.

‘Le pouvoir de la famille’ [family strength], an awareness-raising
campaign to mobilise many citizens in Belgium.

INFORM

IYFF: SOS Faim’s Cause
During an International Year
The FAO declared 2014 the International
Year of Family Farming (IYFF), and SOS
Faim joined headlong into the dynamic initiated by the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) by placing a large
share of its informational activities in this
context. Still in close conjunction with its
partners, SOS Faim put together a series
of events to help disseminate the topic
nationally and internationally to both the
general public and policy makers.
Starting in March, with four West African
farmers’ organisations (FOs), SOS Faim
organised a symposium on transforming
family farms where it covered peasant
approaches to this transformation. The
outcome of this was the Brussels Declaration31that placed special emphasis on
family farms’ potential to fight hunger
and rural poverty, and on the conditions
that need to be met to support them in
this mission.
3 https://www.sosfaim.org/be/news/retour-sur-le-colloque-organise-en-2014-dans-le-cadre-de-lannee-internationale-de-lagriculture-familiale/

As an extension of this seminar in Luxembourg, the representatives of West
African FOs also attended meetings with
the Minister of Development Cooperation, Mr R. Schneider, and his offices to
assert the importance of increasing support for family farming.

Diverse Forms of Family
Farming in All Initiatives
A special report in the magazine Défis
Sud (no.119)42 was devoted to the topic
of ‘Transforming Family Farming’; and the
publication for SOS Belgium’s supporters,
Dajaloo (no. 39), covered: ‘On the Road to
More Family Farming’.
Very fittingly, the collaboration in Belgium with five agronomic universities
and two other NGOs gave rise to the creation of a syllabus on food sovereignty
for teachers that address this subject in
their classes.
4 https://www.sosfaim.org/be/sinformer/publications/

A documentary in Senegal gave rise to
the production of a photographic exhibit
and media tool, “L’agriculture, une histoire de famille” [agriculture: a family
concern].5 This exhibit was shown in
Brussels and several Belgian events as
well as in Luxembourg in a very popular
site, the central train station.
Desirous of maintaining synergies between the Brussels and Luxembourg
branches, both information services
showcased the play Une affaire de
famille [a family affair] that recounts the
difficulties of small farmers in Western
Europe. This program was a great success with all audiences.
A new virtual platform offers an opportunity to explore the reality of family farms
by building on testimony from SOS Faim’s
partners.6 Published in close collaboration with Inter-Réseaux, a provisional
year-end reflection on this remarkable
5 https://www.sosfaim.org/be/video/lagriculture-une-histoire-de-famille/
6

www.agriculturefamiliale.org

Sud festival with a special 2014 edition
devoted to family farming.

SOS Faim’s audio-visual involvement was
confirmed with its offer, in Belgium, of a
film festival, AlimenTerre8, in which several films explored in detail the challenges of family farming and, in Luxembourg,
with the continuation of the Cinéma du

This informative work was also continued with advocacy targeting national
and European decision makers. In Luxembourg, SOS Faim took an active part
in the second edition of the Fair Politics9 barometer by the development
NGO circle, a crucial tool to call various
Ministries out on the coherence of their
policies with Luxembourg’s pledges in
regard to development cooperation.
Promoting agriculture that respects nature and people was also on the menu
in 2014 through SOS Faim’s involvement
in the Luxembourg platform Meng Landwirtschaft that brings together approximately twenty civil society organisations
and disseminated a very complete document containing a set of demands10 for
policy makers. On the European level,
advocacy targeting European and African members of parliament and the administrative authorities continued with
attendance at the Joint Parliamentary
Assembly held in Strasbourg.

7

https://sosfaim.wordpress.com/

9

8

http://festivalalimenterre.be/
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During the year, awareness of family
farming and its challenges, advantages
and ambitions was raised among tens
of thousands of citizens in Belgium and
Luxembourg. More than 60,000 visitors
consulted our websites and downloaded
our publications.

Calling on Leaders
in Luxembourg and Brussels

http://fairpolitics.lu/
http://www.meng-landwirtschaft.lu/

In 2014, SOS Faim launched a new publication to publicise its positions on topics
encountered by its partners. In October,
the first Position Paper11—on ‘Solutions
to Finance the Development of Family
Farming’—was distributed in Belgium
and Luxembourg.
Another flagship moment in IYFF
activities took place in Luxembourg: the
‘Semaine contre la faim’ [anti-hunger
week] in December was an opportunity
to close this special year with a visit
from Ibrahima Coulibaly, FAO Special
Ambassador for the International Year
of Family Farming, who was able to meet
with various local political figures to warn
them of the dangerous consequences
that signing an Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA) would have on small
African farms. On the same topic, he
gave a public conference12 and many
interviews in the national press.

11 https://www.sosfaim.org/be/wp-content/uploads/
sites/3/2014/10/SOS-14-10-PP-FR-num.pdf
12 https://www.sosfaim.org/lu/nos-ressources/
videos/
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year was offered by the Food Sovereignty Brief (no. 15) through nine examinations of the very concept of family
farming. On several occasions, the same
theme occupied the monthly column Paroles du Sud, published in Luxembourg
by Le Quotidien for the fifth consecutive
year and whose articles are showcased
on the food sovereignty blog.7

© Luc Deflorenne

Ibrahima Coulibaly, African Ambassador
for the International Year of Family Farming and President of the CNOP
in Mali, attended several meetings
with the Luxembourg authorities on
the subject of the Economic Partnership
Agreement between the European Union
and West Africa.
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FINANCE – Income Statement and Balance Sheet
Income Statement 2014 - in €
REVENUES

Belgium

Luxembourg

Donors

996 103.22

Donations Through Wills

430 987.74

Companies & Foundations

123 042.37

Belgian National Lottery
NGOs
Wallonia-Brussels International Development Cooperation
Belgian Development Cooperation - DGD

Maribel
Service Provision

27 500.00

150 542.37
50 000.00

186 374.84

186 374.84 2

78 208.81

78 208.81 3

4 309 379.09

4 309 379.09 3
2 182 162.74

2 182 162.74 3

92 880.68

92 880.68 3

39 934.94

14 006.70

53 941.64 3

5 992.60

1 440.00

MFA Mandates

Other Subsidies

1 520 300.16 1
430 987.74

50 000.00

Luxembourg Development Cooperation - MFA

European Union Development Cooperation

524 196.94

TOTAL

7 432.60

17 531.84

17 531.84

100.00

100.00

Miscellaneous Revenues

24 785.54

70 979.86

95 765.40

Financial Products

13 573.87

5 379.95

18 953.82

TOTAL REVENUES

6 276 014.86

2 918 546.87

9 194 561.73

4 242 354.10

1 723 436.09

5 965 790.19 4

Information Activities

258 504.86

137 674.69

396 179.55 5

Fund Raising

246 233.11

102 131.55

348 364.66 6

Operating Costs and Depreciation

137 389.07

187 480.93

324 870.00

1 270 694.45

462 583.24

1 733 277.69

208 910.80

208 910.80

487.00

20 270.67

17 331.69

17 331.69

6 174 959.26

2 840 035.99

9 014 995.25

101 055.60

78 510.88

179 566.48

EXPENSES
Projects

Personnel
Allocation to the Endowment Fund
Financial Expenses

19 783.67

Extraordinary Charges
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INCOME

The total for the two organisations’ main items is merely indicative as the two entities’ accounting rules differ slightly.
1 Donations received from private donors.
4 Partner financing.
2 Contributions from European NGOs to our actions.
5 Spending on development education activities.
3 Co-financing from public bodies.
6 Direct expenses for private fund-raising.

Balance Sheet - in €
ASSETS

Belgium

Luxembourg

TOTAL

Fixed Assets

209 470.59

471 959.37

681 429.96

Receivables

565 199.61

879 239.87

1 444 439.48

2 921 168.66

1 470 878.71

4 392 047.37

11 314.17

1 391.17

12 705.34

3 707 153.03

2 823 469.12

6 530 622.15

2 093 555.11

1 875 045.65

3 968 600.76

0.00

68 239.41

68 239.41

Debts

843 572.34

671 273.26

1 514 845.60

Adjustments

770 025.58

Cash
Adjustments
TOTAL

LIABILITIES
Social Fund
Provisions

Endowment Fund
TOTAL

3 707 153.03

770 025.58
208 910.80

208 910.80

2 823 469.12

6 530 622.15

SOS Faim Belgique’s accounts,
in accordance with ASBL law, are:

SOS Faim Luxembourg’s accounts,
in accordance with ASBL law, are:

• audited and Certified by the firm DCB Collin & Desablens

• audited and certified by the firm Deloitte

• approved by the organisation’s General Assembly

• approved by the organisation’s General Assembly

• monitored, with regard to publicly funded projects,
by the European Commission and the Directorate General for
Development (Belgian Federal Public Service)

• monitored, with regard to publicly funded projects, by the
European Commission and by the Luxembourgish Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

• filed at the Registrar’s Office of the Tribunal de Commerce
of Brussels and at the Belgian Central Bank

• filed at Luxembourg’s Registre de commerce et sociétés
(R.C.S.)

Breakdown of Spending
Operating Costs and Depreciation

4%

Development Education Activities
Personnel Costs 19%

2% Allocation to the Endowment Fund

4%
66% Project Spending
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Fund-Raising Expenses

4%
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Key Figures

Branch Offices
Staff

In addition to our
headquarters in
Brussels and Esch/
Alzette, SOS Faim also
has 5 branch offices
that work very closely
with our partners:
Lima (Peru), La Paz
(Bolivia), Bamako
(Mali), Kinshasa
(Democratic Republic
of the Congo) and
Ouagadougou
(Burkina Faso).

Number of staff at SOS Faim offices.
Most work in partner support,
followed by the information
and financial departments.

€5,965,790.19
1,000,000

64,261

Total financing
awarded to
partners in
support of their
development
measures.

Loan Beneficiaries

Repeat Visits

Visitors return
regularly to our
information and
campaign websites.

More than one million
people in Africa and
Latin America have
received loans from
our partners.
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43,500

Annual Missions
Dialogue with our partners
is an on-going process which
requires SOS Faim to be
readily available. Trust and
understanding is only built
through regular discussion.

Our Publications’ Readership
43,500 people receive our various
publications in paper or electronic
formats.

11

61

Organisations

Visibility

Virtual Information
In addition to SOS Faim’s main website (www.sosfaim.org),
the following are available: several specialised websites, a blog
(http://sosfaim.wordpress.com), a topic tracker (http://www.
scoop.it/t/ questions-de-developpement), a Facebook page, a
Twitter account (@SOSFAIM), and video channels (dailymotion
and Youtube).

Partnerships
SOS Faim has on-going
partnerships with 32 farmers’
organisations, 14 microfinance
institutions, and 15 NGOs.

91

Volunteers

Donations
Donors to SOS Faim Belgium
and Luxembourg have given
the two organisations more
than €1.5 million. By accessing
government co-financing, these
donations can be leveraged 3.9
times, meaning that each euro
donated is worth €3.90 in the
fight against hunger and poverty
in rural areas.

€430,988

Volunteers allow SOS Faim
to reach that much further
with its information and
awareness-raising campaigns.
It would not be possible
to mount festivals such as
AlimenTerre in Belgium
without their involvement.

13,383
Donors

Almost 13,000 donors in Belgium
and Luxembourg provide vital
support to SOS Faim.
It is only through fund-raising
among European citizens that
co-financing from European and
national public authorities
can be accessed.

SOS Faim Belgique office in Bolivia
SOS Faim Bolivia
Calle Jordan 299 esquina Hamiraya
Cochabamba, Bolivia
T/F : +591 4-458 47 54
cso@sosfaim.org
SOS Faim Luxembourg asbl
88, rue Victor Hugo
L-4141 Esch-sur-Alzette, Luxembourg
T : +352 49 09 96
info-luxembourg@sosfaim.org
www.sosfaim.org
Banque CCPLLULL
IBAN LU22 1111 0055 5526 000
SOS Faim office in Mali
Immeuble Kafo Jiginew
Rue 286, ACI 2000, Bamako, Mali
Safiatou.malet@sosfaim.org
SOS Faim office in Burkina Faso
Alimata Sawadogo
P/O Inter-réseaux
09 BP 1571 Ouagadougou 09, Burkina Faso
T : +226 70 17 88 80 or +226 78 80 28 58
asa@sosfaim.org

Donations Through Wills
Many donors include SOS Faim as an heir in
their wills. By so doing, they want to ensure
their generosity lives on.

SOS Faim Belgique office in Peru
SOS Faim Perú
Av. Joaquín Madrid 371
San Borja – Lima 41, Perú
T : +511 223-7488
F : +511 225-3088
luis.vargas@sosfaim.org
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Countries

SOS Faim is careful not to spread itself too
thinly, so as to maintain excellent quality of
dialogue. The organisation does not wish to
increase the number of countries in which it
is active from its current 13 countries (see the
map of our partnerships on pages 12 and 13).

This publication is available for download in French, English and Spanish on
SOS Faim’s website: www.sosfaim.org.

SOS Faim office in
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Mireille Bishikwabo
P/O CENADEP
B.P. 14582, Kinshasa I
République démocratique du Congo
T : +243 990264831
mbi@sosfaim.org
Contributors
Editing: Marine Lefebvre
Jean-Jacques Grodent
Photos:
Front Cover: Annabel Maisin – SOS Faim
Back Cover: Marine Lefebvre
Printer: SNEL - Vottem
Graphic Design: Marmelade
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€1,520,300

SOS Faim Belgique asbl
Rue aux Laines, 4
B-1000 Bruxelles, Belgique
T : +32 (0)2 549 06 70
F : +32 (0)2 514 47 77
info.be@sosfaim.org
www.sosfaim.org
IBAN BE83 0000 0000 1515
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