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OS Faim was created in 1964 as an
independent French-speaking Belgian association. It is not linked to
any political or philosophical movement.
Its action is reinforced by the synergies established with its sister organisation based
in Luxembourg, «SOS Faim Luxembourg».
Its historical rationale is the fight against
poverty in developing countries.

SOS Faim’s intervention is based on two
main principles:

In order to achieve this objective, SOS Faim
supports economic and social development actions.

Each year, SOS Faim raises funds amounting to some e 5.5 millions and allocates
them to the achievement of its social purpose.

SOS Faim has identified two fields of action:
	The funding of rural development programmes, particularly through the micro-credit system, and the support to
farmers’ organisations in order to increase the incomes of the populations
of the countries of the South.
	The defence, in Belgium as well as in
other European countries, of the interests of its partners.

	The focus of its action on a limited
number of countries and regions, in Africa and Latin America, in order to intensify its efficiency
	The development of open partnerships
with local organisations in the South

The global approach adopted by SOS Faim
is as human as realistic. It aims at being
efficient without neglecting generosity.
It is both pedagogical and progressive.
All its activities and initiatives are managed with a high level of professionalism
that combines a tight financial policy to
the transparency of the decision-making
process, all this within the framework of
well-established governance structures.
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Supporting agriculture:
the path towards development
The 2006 FAO1 report tragically underlined it, «starvation is gaining ground again».
Indeed, after a regression at the beginning of the’90s, the number of under-nourished people
in the developing countries increased by 18 millions. Every day, 25,000 children, women and
men are dying because of malnutrition or famine: in one year, that number is close to the
population of Belgium! Paradoxically, 70% of the under-nourished population lives in rural
areas, where – in theory – people should be able to «live on food produced on their soil!»
While hunger is progressing…. development aid is regressing: the OECD2 raises the alarm
and states that public development aid from rich countries has diminished by 5.1% in
2006, the first time ever in the last ten years.
The challenge for our planet today is to ensure the availability of food for its 9 billion
inhabitants by 2050, which means that today’s agricultural production should be doubled
by then. How can we achieve this if farming is not better valued, it we do not give to the
agricultural world all the means it needs (land, funding, infrastructure, expertise, techniques, transport…), if we let it be crushed by the weight of the agro-industry? The role of
farmers’ organisations, supported by SOS Faim, is essential in the South. The adoption of
coordinated agricultural policies that are compatible and responsible between the North
and the South is the prerequisite for success to be achieved in the field of development.
The fact that nowadays 1.3 billion rural people (i.e. the equivalent of China’s population)
is suffering from starvation or might die of starvation can be explained by a variety of local and/or world factors. However, it would be a mistake to believe that selling or giving
away agricultural (subsidized) surpluses to developing countries is the right answer to the
problem: the remedy may sometimes be as bad as the plague they suffer (see the damage
produced in Africa by powder milk and frozen chickens). What is needed is to ensure that
rural people can live on vegetable and livestock production. Food self-sufficiency is the
prerequisite for life as well as for development. That is the reason why SOS Faim puts this
issue at the heart of its fight. We have to put an end to starvation*.
Freddy Destrait

Jean-Jacques Beauvois

Secetary general

President

Past, present and future testimonies
to illustrate our ambition:
to act together with the South
With this yearly publication, we not only inform about our activities during 2006, but
also present six different testimonies that will allow you to better understand both the
initiatives carried out by SOS Faim and the networking with its partners.
These testimonies are about:
	The 1996-2006 period that reflects the efforts undertaken, thereby allowing for their
assessment.
	The two large African and Latin-American regions where we work with our partners.
	Kafo Jiginew (South of Mali), a recipient SOS Faim has supported for 20 years, represented by Mr. Alou Sidibé.
	The happy memories of individual donors, Mr. and Mrs. Blondiau who, during a trip
to Senegal as tourists, visited one of our partners in the Fatick region.
	The personal commitment of a voluntary, Martin Oldenhove, who is currently working in Peru and preparing his university thesis among the vicuñas.
	One of our projects in Senegal, illustrated by pictures from Gaël Turine.

Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
*N
 DT: in French «il faut mettre fin à la faim», a pun since «fin» and «faim» are pronounced exactly the same way
in French; the word «faim» is also a reference to the name of the organisation «SOS Faim».
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1997-2006 :
the evolution of a realistic policy
Since its creation, SOS Faim has
never changed its objective. At the
same time, SOS Faim has adapted
its means of action to the evolution
of the reality experienced in the
field and has thereby validated its
results. This is particularly significant if we examine a ten year period and that is why it is interesting
to look backwards.
For instance, the farmers’ and producers’ organisations have now
become privileged partners (going
from 29 to 66% of our partners). As
a result, partnerships with NGOs
have been reduced (from 43% to
15%). Our other partners are microfinance institutions (19% in 2006).

SOS Faim’s partners
distributed on the basis
of their category

For the period concerned, the cumulated volume of support amounted to:
	€ 20.469.035 in Africa (i.e. 65%)

1997

2006

farmers organisations

8

61

microfinance institutions

7

17

ONG

12

12

Local public authorities

1

2

total

28

92

3

The geographical distribution has
been reviewed and a new focus
has been placed on two large continents: Africa and Latin America
(see pages 8 and 9). The number
of countries has been adjusted.
In Africa, the number of countries
has been reduced (from 10 to 7),
but simultaneously, a common approach has been adopted with SOS
Faim-Luxembourg in Niger, in Congo-Brazzaville and in Benin. In Latin
America, direct support to Chile has
been interrupted and efforts have
concentrated on Bolivia and Peru;
mention should also be made of further developments in Ecuador. The
evolution of the number of partners
in Bolivia (from 5 to 20) and in Peru
(from 3 to 22) very clearly illustrate
this trend.

	€ 10.931.176 in Latin America
(i.e. 35%).
The ratio of support to both regions
varies from one year to the next, with
a trend to re-establish the balance
in favour of Latin America. In global
terms, the countries that benefited
most from funding are Peru (more

Direction Générale de la Coopération au Développement (Belgian Federal Administration)

than € 5.5 millions), Senegal, the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Bolivia
and Ethiopia (close to € 2.7 millions).
The focus on these countries is due
to partnerships of the past, since
the better you know your partner, the better you appreciate each
other, the better you work together.
That is the case of our «Top 5» that
represents more than 80% of the
support in Africa: FONGS in Senegal,
CNONGD in Congo, DECSI in Ethiopia, SAILD and farmers’ organisations in Cameroon, the Department
for agriculture in Eritrea (see details
on pages 8 and 9).
The average amount of support has
been reduced for each of our partners essentially because, in general
terms, the number of partners increased. The funds made available
annually depend on the generosity
of private donors and on the budget
of the Belgian and European public authorities. The first contributor is indisputably the DGCD3 that
represents some 57% of the funds;
the European Union is the second
contributor (more than 22% of the
funds) and the private donors rank
number three with 21%.
Obviously, fund-raising activities,
the presentation of projects to the
authorities, the management of our
partnerships are essential tasks, but
they can mobilize only a minimal part
of our resources since it is vital to
transfer a maximum of funds to our
partners in the South. The same goes
for public information that remains
essential. At all times, we control the
expenses and the cost of educational
actions in the North. Therefore, they
represent only 20% of the budget.
The result is that an average of 80%
of our budget is dedicated to actions
funding; that is probably the key figure one has to keep in mind to rightly appreciate the scope of the work
SOS Faim carries out, in a global and
long term perspective.

Acting together with the South
Activity Report 2006

4-

Donateu
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Funding sources [in 10 years and e]
24 680 586

25000000
20000000
15000000
9 140 203

9 684 469

10000000

Donors
7 278 043

Gifts by will

5000000

954 277

Other private sources
907 884

0
private

EU

DGCD

Support of the partners of the South [in 10 years and e]
20 469 035
Senegal
4 979 366

Dem. Rep. of Congo
4 493 752

10 931 176
Peru

Ethiopia

Top 5 of funds allocated to the partners

5 558 955

2 698 970

[in 10 years]

Sénégal

Cameroon
2 273 452

Ethiopia
12%

Bolivia

Eritrea
1 589 615

4 102 269

West Africa

Chile

25%

1 564 042

690 153

Bolivia

Mali

Ecuador

19%

1 107 970

252 724

Burkina Faso

Continent

1 105 809

172 523

Others

Andean region

656 058

154 551

Africa

Rép. Dem. Congo

Peru

Ethiopie
Cameroun
Erythrée
Afrique de l' Ouest
Mali

Dem. Rep. of Congo

Latin America

21%

Senegal

Burkina Faso

23%

Andes
AML
Equateur
Chili
Bolivie

154 551
172 523
252 724
690 153
4 102 269

2006: a successful year
for fund-raising activities
S

OS Faim is an association born
out of the initiative of motivated
persons. Raising voluntary contributions remains a basic element of
our activities. Obviously, they are only
one part of the annual budget, but they
are essential to support the contacts
with the Belgian and European public
authorities. The result is an authentic
«leverage effect» since a one euro donation implies a subsidy of 3.85 euros,
a synergy that makes 4.85 euros available for the association.

In 2006, fund-raising activities resulted
in a higher amount compared to 2005
while at the same time not achieving
the progress foreseen in the budget.
Private donors (individuals, companies
and foundations) gave €804.770. The
funds raised from among private individuals amount to € 759.377. We have
some 1.600 new donors and therefore a total number of active donors of
11.655, which means a slight progress.
The number of donors who issue a
standing order has increased to 2.885.
Most donors (72.6%) receive a tax cer-

tificate that allows them to benefit from
a tax reduction.
The average amount of such donations
has gone on progressing. We should
of course highlight the fact that we received several gifts by will, reaching
therefore a figure 8 times higher for
that budget item.
The institutional funding was quite a
success in 2006.
	The contributions by the CGRI and the
DRI4 exceeded € 92,000 once the backing through our own funds for two
projects in Senegal was accepted.
	The support of the Corporate Funding
Programme exceeded € 50,000, with
close to € 100,000 for three years ;
	For the first time, we obtained the support
of the Raiffheisen foundation for a programme in Peru (€ 22,820 for two years)
	The National Lottery selected the PAIDEK project (Congo, Kivu) within the
framework of its initiative for funding
the Millennium Development Goals,
with € 90,000.

Funding sources

DGCD
59%

European Union
17%

Others
2%

DGCD
Private

59 %

22%

The result for SOS Faim is a total
DGCD
of some € 5,417 million
available,
of which 81% were affected to its
Entreprise
ou fondations
social purpose: 76% for
the funding
of programmes in Africa and
Latin America, 5% for Privés
educational
development actions in Belgium. You
Autres
will find on pages 16 and
17 some
comments about the accounting
Union Européenne
situation.

Entreprise ou fondations
1,5%

Arbitrage marchés

4

Walloon region and French-speaking community in Belgium
Privés
DGCD
UE

1.164.599
3.147.913
943,162

22%
59%
17%
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20 years alongside Kafo Jiginew
In Mali, the Kafo Jiginew microfinance network («Kafo Jiginew» means
the «Union of granaries») has been the faithful partner of SOS Faim for
20 years. Alou Sidibé, its Director General, expressed his appreciation
and explained his expectations on the occasion of an interview of
which we publish some extracts.
	What is your perception of your
relationship with SOS Faim?
Alou Sidibé
More than a funding
source, SOS Faim represents for us
a support for our reflection process.
We implemented its recommendation to carry out a series of studies
and could therefore start thinking
about the improvements and changes to bring about to our internal organisation as well as to our financial
products, for instance the medium
and long term credit system. Moreover, we have studied and developed
a new organisational and management system. SOS Faim was very
flexible in the funding it granted to
us for this process even if initially it
was not foreseen to do so.

AS Our partnership has been existing for 20 years and thanks to it, we
could diversify and become more
rigorous. Thanks to SOS Faim publications, the Kafo network is better
known and recognized outside of
the country, in Europe, in Africa and
in Latin America and this helped us
enlarging our professional contacts
in the field of microfinance. We will
never forget the visit of Princess
Mathilde thanks to whom we became more visible in the Belgian
medias.

	Can microfinance benefit from
international exchange?
Of course. Even if projects are
different in Africa or South America,
AS

	In a way, you could say that SOS
Faim is part of your history!
Yes, indeed, and to a large extent. In 1994, it helped us putting
an end to a crisis and solving some
problems we had encountered. SOS
Faim defended us in the CECCM5
consortium, using its well-established influence; afterwards, it favoured our development while respecting our autonomy.
AS

	Would that mean that SOS Faim
supports you in all things?
AS No, SOS Faim knows how to draw
our attention on some specific risks
such as the excessive dependence
on cotton growing. It also suggested paying more attention to family
farming properties to be considered
as global economic units.

	How did SOS Faim contribute to
long term development?

5

CECCM: «Consortium Européen pour le Crédit Coopératif Malien»

the management of financial techniques, the exchange of experience
about the products, the future planning and, of course, the international fame of microfinance can all benefit from networking. That is one of
the good sides of globalization!
	How would you qualify SOS
Faim’s intervention?
AS We appreciate its reliability and
faithfulness. We can rely on it when
times get hard. Our partnership is
of the «win-win» kind. SOS Faim is
the only partner we have that once
asked us: «What is your dream?» to
which we answered: «To become a
major bank in Mali». SOS Faim supports us in such a dynamic process.

	What are the points that SOS
Faim could still improve?
AS We are interested in a larger
number of contacts locally and would
like to intensify the communication
between our two organisations.
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Our partnerships and their locations
Key

Pérou
RONDESA

(Savings and Credit Cooperative)
NARANJILLO

(Coffee and Cocoa Cooperative)

LA FLORIDA, SATIPO, PANGOA, ALTO PALOMAR

(Coffee Cooperatives of Junin)
CREDIFLORIDA

(Savings and Credit Cooperative)

CECVSI

farmers
organisations
ACCCR

(Central Organisation of Farmers’ Communities in
Ranracancha)
(Savings and Credit Cooperative)

ASPROAH

(Association of Producers in Huancarama)

SAN JUAN DEL ORO

(Coffee and Cocoa Cooperative)

(Central Organisation of Farmers’ Companies
in the Sacred Valley)

ASCEMPROMUL

HUARAN

CAFE-PERU

(Cooperative)

CCCCH

(Association of Quinoa Producers in Cabana)

(Central Organisation of Coffee and Cocoa Producers’
Associations)

(Central Organisation of Farmers’ Communities in
Chumbivilcas)

(National Association of Cocoa Producers)

VALLE INCAHUASI

National Coffee Council

(Coffee Cooperative)

MIDE

(Microcredit for Development – La Chuspa)
CODEPE

APPCACAO

CAPCA

(National Organisation of Vicuñas Stockbreeders)
CONVEAGRO

(Council for the Development of the Espinar Province)

(Confederation of the Farming Sector)

FUCAE

CNPA

(United Federation of Farmers from Espinar)

Ecuador
CEPESIU

(Promotion and Employment Centre for the Urban
Informal Sector)

Bolivia
CAIC

(Integral Agricultural Farmers’ Cooperative)
AOPEB

(Association of Organic Producers’ Organisations
in Bolivia)
COMART

(Community of Craftsmen’s of Tukuypaj)
VILLA ORIENTE

(Coffee Cooperative of Villa Oriente)
ALTO SAJAMA

(Coffee Cooperative)

CENAPROC

(Coffee Producers’ Central Organisation)
PDR

(Venture Capital Funds)

PRO RURAL

(Venture Capital Funds PIE)

COPNAG

(Indigenous Forest Association of Guarayos)

CICOL

(Indigenous Central organisation of Aboriginal
Communities of Lomerio)

UNIARTE

(Craftsmen’s Association)

AYLLU MAJASAYA

(Andean Craftsmen’s Association)

TRAMA

(Craftsmen’s Association of El Lino)

CORACA PROTAL

(Producers’ Association)

Municipalité de Cliza
Municipalité de Tiquipaya
ARAO

(Rural Association of Craftsmen from Oruro)
APT-CH

(Wheat Producers’ Association)

INKA PALLAY

(Craftsmen’s Association)
AAT

(Craftsmen’s Association of Tajzara)

farmers
organisations

LOS ANDES

(National Rice Committee)

others
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Senegal
FONGS

(National Federation of Farmers’ Organisations)
FAPAL

(Federation of Farmers’ Associations of Louga)

UGPM

(Union of Farmers’ Organisations of Meckhé)

PDIF

(Integrated Development Programme in Fatick)
UJAK

(Union of Young Farmers’ of Koyli-Wirnde)

Eritrea
Ministry for Agriculture

Ethiopia
FCE

(Facilitators for Change Ethiopia)

DECSI

(Dedebit Credit and Saving Institution)

SFPI

Burkina Faso

(Specialized Financial Promotional Institution)

AVFS

FNGN

(African Village Financial Services)

(National Federation of
Networks NAAM)

BUUSA GONOFAA

APESS

(Association for the Promotion
of livestock production in the
Savannah and the Sahel region)

ROPPA

(Network of Farmers’ and Agricultural Producers’ Organisations in West Africa)

Democratic Republic of Congo
PAIDEK

(Support Programme for Economic Development
Initiatives in the Kivu region)

Mali

Amis du Kivu

Friends of Kivu)
KAFO JIGINEW

CENADEP

(National Support Centre for Development and
People’s Participation)

SEXAGON

(Union of Rice producers
of the Niger Office)

CNOP

(National Coordination of
Farmers’ Organisations in Mali)

Distribution of transfers
SOS Faim: Distribution per country of funds allocated in 2006

Cameroon
SAILD

(Support Service for Local Development Initiatives)

Senegal

562.606,2

14,1%

Mali

169.565,4

4,3%

DRC

321.565,3

8,1%

10.535,8

0,3%

Cameroon

218.837,4

5,5%

Burkina Faso

267.549,8

6,7%

(Association for the Integral Development of Farmers
of the Central Region)

Programmes West Africa

216.577,7

5,4%

BINUM

3,1%

ACDIC

(Cameroon Association for the Defence of Citizens’
rights)
ADEAC

Congo Brazaville

Eritrea

125.201,2

(Associations of Producers for the promotion of
Development)

Ethiopia

195.922,0

4,9%

NOWEFOR

Total Africa

2.088.360,8

52,4%

CROPSEC

Peru

884.777,5

22,2%

Bolivia

623.317,1

15,6%

Ecuador

195.140,9

4,9%

18.423,5

0,5%

175.939,5

4,4%

1.897.598,3

47,6%

(North West Farmers’ Organisation)
(Regional Council of Farmers’ Organisations of the
Northern region of Cameroon)

Andean region
Continental Programmes
Total Latin America
Total

3.985.959,1

100%
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The support
to our partners in 2006
B

y the end of the year, SOS Faim Belgium and SOS Faim Luxembourg
had 36 direct partners in Africa
and 56 in Latin America (plus the FOGAL
organisation that manages the microfinance partnerships with some twenty
organisations). Obviously, it is not possible to examine them all. Let’s say that
when we talk about partnerships, the key
words are:
	The defence of farmers’, rural producers’ and citizens’ interests
	Local development
	Food sovereignty
	Access to sustainable and well-adapted
financial services
	Environmental protection
	Capacity-building of local stakeholders.

basis of the volumes concerned:
in Africa: more than € 105 million of
outstanding credits and 780,000 beneficiaries
in Latin America: more than € 60 million of outstanding credits and 98,000
beneficiaries.

Examples in Africa
Some actions are carried out at international level, in sub regions. Such is the
case of ROPPA6, a network of farmers’ organisations that SOS Faim has supported
since its creation. It is indeed a stakeholder that cannot be ignored in the Northern countries and in the Economic and
Monetary Union of West Africa.

Both the work carried out and the use
of funds have been assessed at different
levels:

During the 7th edition of the FIARA7 in
Dakar, SOS Faim was responsible for 15
stands of farmers’ organisations from Senegal and West Africa.

	Assessment at the headquarters in
Brussels and locally (4 countries) by
Price Waterhouse Coopers, following
the application submitted by SOS Faim
to have access to the Belgian cooperation programmes

With the Swiss Cooperation movement,
SOS Faim supports the action of APESS8
in Burkina Faso and in Cameroon to foster the cutting of green hay that will be
stored in self-help sheds so that livestock
breeding can become sedentary.

	Mid-term evaluation of the Andean programme with the EU in Bolivia
	Evaluation of the FONGS in Senegal
	External evaluation of the Gash Barka
project in Eritrea
	Follow-up and monitoring missions by
donors.
The Partners’ Support Committees have
decided to maintain an action in Eritrea
and have approved new partnerships with
the National Confederation of Farmers’ Organisations (CNOP) in Mali, with UNIARTE,
FINCAFE and CENAPROC in Bolivia.
SOS Faim is now a founding member of the
European Platform (particularly for the funding of rural areas) and took part in working
days on the development of microfinance
in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
The qualitative importance of the support
offered by SOS Faim can be judged on the

In Burkina Faso, a joint initiative of the
Belgian Fund for Survival and SOS Faim
made it possible to extend the programme
of the NAAM National Federation of Associations that essentially aims at food safety thanks to village storages (granaries).
In the future, the programme could be extended for a period of 5 years.
In Mali, the microfinance network Kafo
Jiginew gained strength even though the
context for cotton production was quite difficult since the price paid to the producers
was dramatically reduced, the result being
a 20% decrease of their incomes. However,
the dynamics is still maintained and is supported by urban activities: the network has
149 banks or points of sale and more than
223,000 members (+ 8.6%).
In Senegal, FAPAL, a grouping of 28 village associations of the Louga region,
was hit by a catastrophic reduction in
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peanuts trading. The actions focussed on
the creation of a regional network of the
savings and credit mutual fund MECAPE,
on the management of a central store that
supplies 28 shops, on the organisation of
a market garden (among others for the
production of seeds), on reforestation, on
the installation of a solar mill…
In the region of Jimma, South of Addis Abeba (Ethiopia), the FCE (Facilitors
for Change Ethiopia), in partnership with
SOS Faim, is supporting the creation by
farmers of small producers’ organisations
through the 32 existing food grains banks
in order to fight against food insecurity.
The objective is from now on to institutionalize the farmers’ organisations and to
ensure that they are well articulated with
other local players.
The CROPSEC, («Conseil Régional des
Organisations Paysannes de la Partie Septentrionale du Cameroun», Regional Council of Farmers’ organisations from the
Northern region of Cameroon), gathers
45 stockbreeders’ and producers’ unions,
that is 5,130 persons. Thanks to vaccination, good results were obtained in 2006
for small ruminants: it clearly shows that
stockbreeders are increasingly more aware
of the importance of animal health. As for
rice, a stronger organisation has been developed and the improvement of seeds
supply bodes well for future progress.
In the Democratic Republic of Congo,
the microfinance network PAIDEK (Kivu)
has grown even further; it mainly offers
short term loans (6 months) of around
€ 1,000 to individual or collective micro
companies. The network has some 5,000
customers but it lives in difficult conditions. An information and management
plan has been redefined and a five-year
development plan has been developed

Examples in Latin America

in Ecuador and Peru. It develops actions in
both countries as well as in Bolivia where
its interventions are complementary to the
direct support given to rural producers’
organisations. FOGAL grants guarantees
so that organisations can have access to
bank loans. The total outstanding credits
amount to US$ 1,705,000; beneficiaries
(organisations) were therefore able to sign
up for bank loans (some US$ 3,172,000).
The Craftsmen’s Association of Tajzara
(AAT) in Bolivia is a network of 145 weavers living in a very poor and isolated municipality. The products are of a very high
quality and are very much appreciated locally. The objective is to reach the national
and international markets. The turnover
progressed by 10% in 2006.
SOS Faim supported a new partnership
in Ecuador with the microfinance NGO
CEPESIU for the development of local and
self-managed savings and capitalisation
systems. The three year project includes
training modules, consolidation and expansion of popular investment trusts in
five provinces of the country. This methodology is particularly well adapted to remote
areas where funds available are limited.
The CAFE-PERU association covers eight
coffee and cocoa production cooperatives
situated in three regions (some 5,000
families). It is one of the main partners
of SOS Faim in Peru. It aims at strengthening the organisation and management
system of its member cooperatives as
well as at improving the quality of their
products and defending their interests as
rural people. Among different projects, it
carries out a programme for the transition from conventional coffee to organic
coffee which will consolidate the position
of producers in the organic production
sector as well as in the field of fair trade.
Most member cooperatives also benefit
from direct support from SOS Faim.

The Latin American Guarantee Fund
(FOGAL) based in Lima works in partnership with SOS Faim and two other partners

	ROPPA : «Réseau d’Organisations Paysannes et de Producteurs Agricoles de l’Afrique de l’Ouest» (Network of Farmers’ and
Agricultural Producers’ Organisations of West Africa)
	FIARA : «Foire internationale de l’Agriculture et des Ressources animales» (International Fair for Agriculture and Animal
Resources)
7
	APESS : «Association pour la promotion de l’élevage en savane au Sahel» (Association for the promotion of livestock production in the Sahel region)
6

7

Awareness-raising activities,
information and
mobilization in 2006
SOS Faim continued restructuring its information and awareness-raising policy.
This activity carried out «in the North» is about development education and can
not be separated from the raison d’être of the association. More specifically, it
aims at defending the interests of the farmers of the South in general terms
and, in particular, those of the partners. This justifies a permanent support
to the structural changes in the North-South relations. The objective is not to
act only as a lobby for a good cause but rather to give structure to a network
of Belgian citizens who are aware of the problems that rural producers in the
South experience and who are able to put pressure on the national and European
decision-makers empowered to change policies. This work focuses on awareness-raising, information and mobilization activities for an increasing number
of persons and institutions.

T

he «Food Sovereignty», campaign
in which SOS Faim Belgium and SOS
Faim Luxembourg work jointly with
the French organisation CFSI9 (responsible
for the coordination of the AlimenTerre
project) is funded by the European Union.
The objective is to increase public awareness as well as to influence decision-makers about the need to support family farming in the South as well as in the North.
Although it seems to be common sense,
the principle of food sovereignty requires
major efforts of support since problems
of imbalance and passivity destroy it. SOS
Faim collected 12,000 signatures for a petition in favour of this topic.
The campaign benefited from the creation
of a stand that was noticeably present on
three important public occasions: the agricultural fair of Libramont, the Esperanzah!
festival in Floreffe and the Valériane fair in
Namur. Some partners were represented
and gave weight to the petition by asking
to the Belgian and European authorities to
respect the expectations of farmers’ organisations within the framework of the
ACP (African , Caribbean and Pacific countries)/ Europe trade negotiations.
The campaign that was carried out after
the one highlighting the dangers of frozen chicken under the title «Lait: l’Europe
est vache avec l’Afrique» («Milk: Europe is
acting like a cow with Africa») has further
more denounced harmful practices. It focussed on European export refunds and
trade aid that lead to discrepancies as well
as on the budget increase of agricultural
support in development aid. Common

communication tools were developed by
the network AlimenTerre and SOS Faim
used them on its stands, when sending
wishes, on markets, in university canteens… Several other associations gave
their support to the campaign.
Coordination actions aiming at creating alliances is indeed a very powerful tool to
multiply tenfold the efficiency of our actions. Some of these alliances are national,
others international (see chapter on institutional relations). For instance, the European campaign «Stop EPA» aiming at reviewing the intentions of the EPAs to be
established between the EU and the ACP
countries has favoured common reflections with several partners of SOS Faim.
With students, the tools we use aim at creating synergies: for instance the «kots à
projets*» (active students groups), in the
Catholic University of Louvain, the Institute for Higher Studies in Brussels and the
ULB (Université Libre de Bruxelles).
Students and teachers are also interested
by the possibilities we can offer them in
the field of work experience and theses.
Because of the high number of candidates,
we had to operate a selection: 10 trainees
have been accepted (out of hundreds of
applications) and 4 theses are supervised.
Thanks to the Internet site, we can rationalize the process. We have also established
contacts with high schools to offer work
experience to trainees who can usefully
contribute to the work of our association.
For instance, two trainees have created
a game on basics, «Natavane», that will
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be distributed in 2007: in a clever way, it
makes the participants to the game aware
of the development problems experienced
by farmers’ organisations.
As for the new web site of SOS Faim, 2006
was a trial year. The feedback we received
is positive concerning the layout and the
quality of the information. The site is a
showcase for actions and publications
aiming at promoting their dissemination:
for instance, 2,500 signatures were obtained through the electronic channels
for a petition. The most positive aspect is
probably the increasing number of visits
(duplicated between July and November)
as well as of pages consulted and files
downloaded
We have restructured, improved and updated our publications:
	Défis Sud (six issues): the dissemination
has been reorganized (2,000 copies)
and we have defined new orientations
after finalizing the evaluation in January 2006; at the same time, we continued our reflection about the editorial
project; Défis-Sud is a seminal publication that illustrates the actions of our
association and debates about the challenges of development. The special features highlighted agriculture, property
of land, food sovereignty, role of NGOs,
world trade…
	Dajaloo (three issues) is the successor
of SOS Faim News; this new project is
more attractive (8 colour pages, 5,000
copies) and more efficient for the addressees (volunteers, permanent donors, teachers, students interested by
this question …). Dajaloo’s existence
as a magazine is completed by a blog
where a larger number of readers can
react to the articles.
	A«CD-Rom microfinance»: is produced
by three volunteers; it is a summary of
20 years of activities and thoughts in
the field of microfinance; because of
its very good quality, it is used as a reference tool; it is free and is printed in
600 copies; there is also a version on
the web site.

	La Lettre électronique a été diffusée quatre fois à plus de 6.000 destinataires ;
axée sur les activités de l’association,
elle permet des informations plus pointues et des demandes de soutiens spécifiques.
	Les newsletters Zoom Microfinance et
Dynamiques Paysannes, mettant en
débat à chaque édition les pratiques
de nos partenaires dans nos deux domaines clés - le développement rural et
la microfinance - ont poursuivi leur œuvre de partage d’expériences auprès de
publics spécialisés.
The management of volunteers has been
assessed by ITECO and will be reviewed
in 2007. The recommendations concern
the categories of volunteers, the creation
of working groups, the revalorisation of
awareness-raising and mobilization activities and the consolidation of contacts
before any recruitment. SOS Faim can
rely on some fifty faithful volunteers.
Moreover, former trainees systematically become enthusiastic supporters. We
consider that the support from the volunteers represents the work of three FTE
(Full Time Equivalent). In order to help
them, we conceived a portable stand that
they can take away and use in places
where they can tell about our development philosophy. There are also two reflection groups that are examining on the
one hand the organisation of a «SOS Faim
Day» focussing on the youth and on the
other the notion of Farmer Leaders who
would relay the message and the image
of the organisation.
The two winners of the 2005 competition took part for a week in a «testimony
trip» in Senegal during which they could
accompany SOS Faim permanent staff in
the field and establish a dialogue with the
partners. It is in Senegal as well that a
photo-reportage was realized with FAPAL,
one of our partners. The pictures were
exhibited for three weeks in the Belgian
Federal Parliament building on the occasion of the World Food Day.

Comité Français pour la Solidarité Internationale
EPA: Economic Partnership Agreement
* «kots à projets»: Kot is the word used in Belgium to designate the room or small apartment rented by a student.
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Field experience
in Senegal and in Peru
Jacques and Thérèse in Fatick
We all know the motto «Do not get
a tan in a stupid way»: it could be
translated into «travel and learn».
That is what Jacques and Thérèse
Blondiau (from Genval), donors of
SOS Faim, just did. While visiting
Senegal as tourists, they asked to
visit one of our partners in order to
see for themselves and better understand the kind of actions they
support through their donations.
Ndary Touré, manager of the development project in Fatick (PDIF),
welcomed and guided them on that
occasion.
The program gathers different
stakeholders of the central region
of Senegal; this, the poorest area
of the country, is where people live
on agriculture and salt production.
Among other things, the Blondiau
had the opportunity to meet with
the women’s organisation. They
were very much impressed by the
way they involve themselves, being
both active and proactive, as well
as by the number of relevant questions they were asking. They were
also very much talking about their

experience, were listening with a
lot of attention the arguments of
the debate.
«We were very far from some of the
images generally transmitted by the
medias in which Africa is passively
awaiting for external support» the
Blondiau said. With this association,
we had the feeling that things work
correctly. We did not have the time
to visit villages, but first impressions are really important!»
The PDIF is a microfinance player.
In 2006, it granted 3,356 loans to
284 groupings. Mention should be
made of the fact that for the first
two generations of loans, the reimbursement ratio reached 100%!
Several projects are financed or are
going to benefit from funding very
soon: a shop, a hulling machine,
cashew nuts plantations, computer training, action plan for the salt
sector…
More particularly, the Blondiau
could better understand the point
of microfinance. «I must confess
that, initially, I could not really accept the idea of loans, explained
Jacques, because I was disturbed

by the concept of lending money,
of asking interests, etc. But then I
thought it probably was an efficient
solution to break away from the
vicious circle of traditional assistance: people can get a loan to buy
a hen that will lay eggs and these
will become hens! That is the right
choice!».

Martin in the vicuñas’ country
Martin Oldenhove (from Brussels )
will soon obtain his degree as sales
engineer from the ICHEC11. At the
end of the last year of his studies,
he will have to present a thesis for
which he chose the following topic: «Development of a processing
unit, the management of supplies
and the identification of commercial channels for the vicuña fibre
in Peru». He could have carried out
the same kind of research from Belgium, but he preferred to go to Peru
where SOS Faim develops a partnership with the CAPCA, the economic
branch of the National Vicuña Association. The vicuña is a sort of small
llama that lives in the Andean Highlands (at a height of 3,800 m.). The
vicuña wool is of much higher quality compared to that of cashmere;
it is very much sought-after and is
used for fine clothing. The reality of
vicuñas stockbreeders is of course
quite different from the world of
fashion catwalks! The objective of
the Peruvian producers is to obtain
better prices for this high value
added product… in the North. Martin Oldenhove first did some documental research before leaving for
Latin America for a three month period during which he analyzed the
data in the light of Andean farmers’
expertise. In addition to the fact
that it will be full of concrete experience and information, his thesis
will most probably be very useful
to SOS Faim and its partners.

	Institut Catholique des Hautes Etudes
Commerciales

11
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Institutional relations
in 2006
For different reasons, SOS Faim and its
facilitators intervene in numerous aid
agencies, NGOs and foundations. Such
recognition makes networking easier. In
the world of associations, in particular
when working in countries in the South,
networks are truly a key to gain access to
information and are the prerequisite for
the development of synergies.
Three participative activities should be
highlighted. SOS Faim:
	Is member of the Belgian cooperative
ALTERFIN (which funds several of its
partners in Latin America) and is also a
member of its Board of Directors and its
Loans Committee,
	Is member of the Belgian platform for
food sovereignty which, with farmers
from the North, defends the interests of
farmers of the South,
	Is the president of Inter-Réseaux (France),
of which SOS Faim Luxembourg is also
a member. It is therefore an opportunity
to be associated to various initiatives
related to farmers’ organisations, rural
development and agriculture as well as
to establish relations with the French
cooperation circles and to think about
thematic synergies.
Moreover, SOS Faim:
	Is member of ACODEV, the French speaking Belgian federation of NGOs; it is member of its Board of Directors and acts as
its representative at the «Conseil WallonieBruxelles» of International Cooperation,
	Is member of the European platform
on microfinance, the aim of which is to
establish synergies between European
microfinance operators,
	Is member of the Corporate Funding Program, an association of companies and
NGOs raising funds from companies
	Is member of the Cotonou network, that
follows up the evolution of the Cotonou
Agreements that govern the relations
between the EU and the ACP countries,
	Has cooperated for 20 years with the
Comité Français de Solidarité Internationale (association of NGOs),

	Has cooperated for 15 years with the
DDC (Swiss Cooperation) in the support
to the National Federation of Farmers’
Organisations (Senegal) that gathers 32
associations,
	Is member of EURAC, a European network for Central Africa.
Finally, SOS Faim has maintained regular
contacts with numerous associations in
Belgium (Oxfam Solidarité, FIAN, CNCD,
Broederlijk Delen, Wereldwinkels, Max
Havelaar), in France (GRET and CCFD),
in the Netherlands (NOVIB, Agriterra and
CORDAID) and in Germany (EED).

Financial Report
Income and Expenditure account for 2006 compared to 2005
INCOMES
Donors
Provision carried forward
CGRI DRI

2005

2006

737.488,14

759.377,01

0,00

61.973,38

93.801,50

92.559,00

3.063.222,57

3.147.912,72

Companies and Foundations

79.077,70

45.393,00

Gifts by will

29.193,39

225.953,27
37.401,88

DGCD

NGO (Luxembourg)

69.357,00

Walloon Region

40.235,70

3.915,00

European Union

1.244.642,76

943.161,83

Services

22.237,37

18.763,18

Financial Products

20.385,91

65.578,48

Various
Maribel social
TOTAL INCOMES

EXPENSES
Transfers to projects

2.651,26

2.066,68

14.608,27

17.880,00

5.416.901,57

5.421.935,43

2005

2006

1

2

3

4

5

4.303.672,78

3.985.860,03

6

Development Education activities

166.923,09

274.817,22

7

Fund raising

150.052,51

165.906,30

87.811,73

104.977,63

652.905,71

715.251,51

8.841,87

9.094,11

5.370.207,69

5.255.906,80

46.693,88

166.028,63

Running expenses and depreciation
Staff expenses
Financial charges
TOTAL EXPENSES
RESULT

8

9

Comments
The variations observed in our activities always tally with the variations of our incomes.
Although the total incomes in 2006 are close to those of 2005, the various items have evolved differently
1 	
provision carried forward: the provision had been legally established in the framework of inheritance settlements.
2 	
recording of various gifts by will, one of them being quite important.
3 	
the decrease of European Union subsidies is due to the fact that some contracts came to an end or
required less funding.
4 	
realisation of financial products.
5 	
public programme of employment support in the social and cultural sector.
6 decrease in the financial transfers because of the incomes reduction mentioned under item (3).
7 	
progress due to a new European project and increase of the DGCD subsidy.
8 progress due to the renovation of the computer network.
9 	
the increase of the result is essentially due to the gifts by will. It is a positive result that has been
allocated by the General Assembly to the social purpose of SOS Faim.
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Balance sheet as of 31 December 2006
ASSETS
Fixed assets
Receivables
Cash flow
Adjustment
TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES
62.359,44
250.034,66
1.906.462,09
1.291,04

2.220.147,23

Social Funds

1.496.034,23

Provisions

37.481,79

Debts

662.624,79

Adjustment

24.006,42

total liabilities

2.220.147,23

In accordance with the new law on non profit organisations, the accounts of SOS
Faim, have to be:
	Audited and certified by the Cabinet Bigonville Delhove & Co,
	Approved by the General Assembly of the association,
	Checked on the one hand for projects with public funding by the European Commission
and on the other for the funding of projects by the General Direction for Development
(Belgian Federal Service),
	Registered with the Registrar’s Office of the Brussels Tribunal of Commerce and with the
National Bank.

Breakdown of Expenses

DGCD
59%

Development Education

Frais de personnel

5,20%

Funds raised

fonctionnement

3,20%

Transfers to projects
75,80 %

Running expenses
2,20%

Récolte de fonds

Education au développeme
Staff
13,60%

Transferts aux projets

Arbitr

Belgium and Luxembourg:
A North-South synergy
SOS Faim Belgium and SOS Faim Luxembourg are legally independent associations, but they have constant relations.
They cooperate for most actions. The
teams are united by a common philosophy and the numerous perspectives are
enriching. The fact that they work together is increasing their efficiency and
it also widens the scope of institutional
and political relations. Optimal professionalism is a must both for the daily
management and for the definition of
strategic orientations.

The Partners’ Support Service is responsible for the follow-up of projects. It has
regular contacts with the Southern partners in order to guarantee the efficient
management of our support. For each
project, the managers will have to value
the funds made available to the best of
their ability.
In Belgium: Marc Mees, François Vandercam, Hervé Léonard, Laurent Biot and
Christophe Brismé.
In Luxembourg: François Legac, Nedjma Bennegouch, Marc Mees (joint coordination).

In operational terms, the two associations:

Two offices of SOS Faim Belgium are responsible for the management of contacts with
local partners:
In Peru (Lima): Wilfredo Necochea Tello (Office manager), Viviana Migliori, Antonio Galdos, German Velasquez, Marcela Candela.
In Bolivia (Cochabamba): Cesar Soto Santisteban (Office manager), Enrique Guzman, Jorge Dorado, Jimmy Menesez.

	Share the same «Partners’ Support Service» in the countries of the South,
	Have a common web site,
	Jointly publish «Défis Sud», «Zoom Microfinance» and «Farming Dynamics».
As far as the campaigns, are concerned,
the associations worked together to implement the development education programme on food sovereignty. They both
contribute to the work of the French NGO
Inter-Réseaux.
The two associations have several common partnerships (Ethiopia, Cameroon,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Senegal);
simultaneously, the Luxembourg association carries out specific actions (Benin,
Congo-Brazzaville, Niger).
The associations have permanent teams
in Belgium, in Luxembourg, in Peru and
in Bolivia.
The Secretariat supports the Secretary
General in the daily management of the
association. The Secretary General acts as
the external representative of SOS Faim
and reports on the work of the teams to
the Board of Directors.
SOS Faim Belgium has for Secretary General
Freddy Destrait assisted by the Secretariat, Linda Gelmi and Sonia N’Kele.
SOS Faim Luxembourg has for Secretary General Thierry Defense and his assistant is
Monica Fernandes.

The Development Education Service organises contacts with Belgian and Luxembourg citizens; it is responsible for the implementation, promotion and dissemination
of publications and carries out information
campaigns and lobbying actions;
In Belgium: Jean-Jacques Grodent, Pierre
Coopman, Fanny Charpentier, Virginie
Pissoort and Perrine Fournier
In Luxembourg: Aude Ehlinger and Chloé Kolb.
The Donors Relations Service is in charge
of collecting funds among the public; it
manages the list of donors and answers
to their requests. The ethical principles of
SOS Faim in the field of fund-raising are
expressed in a charter that can be downloaded from the web site.
In Belgium: Sabine Chevalier
In Luxembourg: Thierry Defense.
The Finances and Administration Service
is responsible for financial aspects; it ensures
that internal and external procedures are respected and prepares the annual budgets.
In Belgium:

Marianne Lebeau, Ascension

Nieto.
In Luxembourg:

Monica Fernandes.
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The governing bodies of SOS Faim Belgium
The General Assembly

The General assembly ensures that the management keeps constant sight of its social
and economic objectives of fighting against poverty in the countries of the South. On
the 30th April 2007, its members were: Sergio Alvarez Jean-Jacques Beauvois Juliette
Bouffioux Bernard de Brouwer Thierry Defense Laurence Demaeght Jean-Paul De
Potter Freddy Destrait Freddy Devreeze Amadou Diop Michel Falisse Baudouin Hamuli Kabarhuza Sabine Heymann Olivier Heck Nicole Hogger Henri Jurfest Bruno
Lambin Anne-Hélène Lulling André Masset Ephrem Mbugulize Marc Mees Bernard
Njonga Wilfredo Necochea Mamadou Ouedraogo Denis Pesche Jean-Michel Pochet
Roger Reul Marc Van Eerdewegh Lucas Van Wunnik Pierre Vigneron.

The Board of Directors
The Board of Directors approves the strategies proposed by the Secretary General, follows
up on their implementation and pays special attention to the management of financial and
human resources. On the 30th April 2007, the members of the Board were: Jean-Jacques
Beauvois (President) Roger Reul (Vice-president, treasurer) Juliette Bouffioux (Secretary)
Freddy Destrait Amadou Diop Bernard Njonga Denis Pesche Jean-Michel Pochet Pierre
Vigneron.

Coordinates

SOS Faim Belgique asbl
Rue aux Laines, 4 - B-1000 Bruxelles, Belgique
T +32 (0)2 511 22 38
F +32 (0)2 514 47 77
@ info.be@sosfaim.org
www.sosfaim.org
Banque : 000-0000015-15
Offices of SOS Faim Belgium in Peru
SOS Faim Perú
Av. Joaquín Madrid 371 - San Borja - Lima 41, Perú.
T +511 223-7488
F +511 225-3088
@ sosf@amauta.rcp.net.pe
Office of SOS Faim Belgium in Bolivia
SOS Faim Bolivia
Pedro Blanco 352E/ AV. Santa Cruz
Cochabamba, Bolivia
T +591 4-24 38 62
F +591 4-48 58 38
@ csoto@supernet.com.bo
SOS Faim Luxembourg asbl
Action pour le développement
9, rue du Canal
L-4050 Esch/Alzette, Grand Duché du Luxembourg
T +352 49 09 96
F +352 49 09 96 28
@ info-Luxembourg@sosfaim.org
www.sosfaim.org
Banque CCPLLULL :
IBAN LU22 1111 0055 5526 000
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